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The presentation deals with recent deviations from the shared European values of funda-
mental rights in Hungary. The starting point of deviation is Article 2 TEU, which demands 

“respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, rule of law and […] human rights 

including the rights of minorities”, many of which are violated by Hungary as Member State 
of both the Council of Europe and the European Union. The presentation investigates these 
violations through various judgments of European Court of Human Rights and the European 
Court of Justice, as well as through infringement actions against Hungary regarding funda-
mental rights since 2010. The presentation investigates the impact of those tools of Europe-
an institutions in order to be able to assess the effectiveness of European institutions to en-
force compliance with core European values regarding fundamental rights.  
 

 

 

Gábor Halmai, professor of law, is the chair of of Constitutional 
Law at the European Univetsity Institute in Florence. His primary 
research interests are comparative constitutional law, and 
international human rights. He has published several books and 
articles, as well as edited volumes on these topics in English, 
German and Hungarian. His most recent book, „Perspectives on 
Global Constitutionalism” deals with the use of foreign and 
international law by domestic courts (published by Eleven 
International Publishing in 2014). He joined the EUI in 2016 after a 
teaching and research career (at the Eötvös Loránd University in 
Hungary, at the Princeton University in the US, at the European 
Masters Program in Human Rights and Democratization in Italy) as 
well as years of professional career as chief advisor to the 
President of the Hungarian Constitutional Court, member of the 
EU Fundamental Rights Agency’s Management Board and 
numerous other civic activities.  
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